REVIEW 

“SIAMESE PLANT NAMES’ 1 

Pablislied by the Royal Forest Department, $iam t 1948. 

Price Baht 32/- 


The Roya! Foreflt Department is to be congratulated for the 
above-meBtioiied pnblication. The book consists of two parts in 
two separate vohunes. Part I f which. is tmder this review t 
eontains a list of 3,462 botanically and locally-known species of 
flowering plants, ferns and a few edible fungi foimcl in Siana, covers 
504 pages. The hook, bcside being aii object of direct appeal to the 
botanists or those who tafee aninfcerestin phmts, slionld also seiwe as 
a reference book for commercial and other nses when coi’responding 
vernacular or local names are required of the botanieal names of 
certain woods or plants, Part II, which is still nnder compilation, 
and contams a list of local vernacnlar namee with their correspon- 
ding botanical names, or vice versa of part I, is, therefore, looked 
forward by those concemed, in order that the reference conld, so 
far, be an all-roimd possihility. 

The lisfc which is arranged alphabetically is essentially com- 
posed of generic and specific names, family names, hahits of plants, 
locaJ names and localities, available foreign or trade names, and 
appropriate synonyms* All these constitnents are explained in tlio 
mtrodiietion aud the exphmatory notes on pagc 2 and 5 with which 
readers are advised to first aequaint bhemselves, 

For the benefit of tho foreigners, all the Biamese cliaracters in 
the list have been transcribed into Iloman, and the system nsed is 
the general system of plionetic transcription of the Royal Institute 
of Siam 5 published in 1930. The systcm is fully explained on 


page fi. 
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A m;*|) til Siam o£ 1: 5,000:000 tscale is aUached to the expla- 
natory iioteB sliowing t]ie posltions of the various localitics from 
wliere eertain planls etc* were reeorded, Readers, especially 
foreigners, shonld stody this map in eonjuction with the explanato- 
ry notes on same and note the abbreviafcions for the name of eaclj 
loeality. 

Whilst it is not proposed lo review this book m defaii t furfher 
comments which may l)e ventnred briefly by \va| of suggestion, in 
view of the errprs and other short-comings, had also been remarked 
and called l'or by fche compiler, are: 

Mistakes and errors in spellings etc., apart from those already 
deait with in the accompanying corrigenda, could be furtlier recti- 
fied by re-checking up and an additional comgenda issned and 
forwardfed to those already in possession of the book. 

The regional divisions of the country are not marked out in 
t he map to fit in wjth the explanatory not.es. This could have been 
done approximately witli no extra costs, and should benefit those 
who are not acquainted with the coimtry, especially the foreigners, 
An examplc for this may be taken from the map of Zoo-Geographi- 
eal Divisions of Siam attached to the Journal of the Biam Society 
Natuval History onpplemont, Voh VII No. 4, issued Novernber 19JU* 

Gomparatively large blank spaces are left over on the front 
part of ahnost every page. Such an arrangemeut inay make 
reading easier biffc heavier type faces and the insertiou of the first 
letter of the alphabet of all the generie names to pveceed all the 
specific names, as generally practiced, cannot fail to make easy 
reading. On the other hand, the reduetion in siae of ibe book 
which may result in the saving of paper and labour in printing 
will also help to cheapen the price of the book. 
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A. W. 


